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Pupil Premium: Closing the attainment gap 

Aims:  

This policy aims to outline how pupil premium funding is used at ARK Conway Primary Academy to raise achievement amongst disadvantaged children. We 

will use the additional funding to ensure that our most disadvantaged pupils benefit from the same educational opportunities as pupils from wealthier 

families. 

The DFE states that “Schools are free to spend the Pupil Premium as they see fit. However they will be held accountable for how they have used the 

additional funding to support pupils from low-income families.” 

At ARK Conway Primary Academy we will; 

 Make decisions about the spending of Pupil Premium funding based on educational research 

 Make decisions about the spending of Pupil Premium based on our knowledge of the children and their families 

 Ensure that staff are aware of the potential barriers to learning for FSM pupils 

 Track the attainment and progress of pupils on FSM as a group and ensure this is in line with the progress and attainment of the whole class 

 Measure the success of intervention programmes through impact analysis 

 

The challenge to establish a clear link between educational expenditure and pupils’ learning is harder than you would think. It may seem obvious that more money offers 

the possibilities for a better or higher quality educational experience, but the evidence suggests that it is not simply a question of spending more to get better results. 

(Sutton Trust 2012) 

 

To ensure transparency over how we are spending the Pupil Premium funding, we will produce an annual report for parents and families explaining how 

funds are being spent and why we have made the decisions we have. This will be shared on our school website and a hard copy will be sent to all families.  
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2012/2013: Impact Analysis 

Headlines: 

 Ofsted – attainment of all children is outstanding 

 

Year 1 (5 children) 

 All PP children above national expectations (1b) in reading, writing and mathematics 

 Progress in maths above class average at 3.6 sublevels 

 Progress in science above class average at 2.0 sublevels 

 

Reception (7 children) 

 Progress for Pupil Premium children exceeds the average progress for the class 

 

Action Impact Rating COST Evidence 

1:1 RWI phonics  

programme 

100% of pupils past phonics screening test HIGH HIGH National screening check 

Year 1 Narrative  

programme 

100% of pupils working at or above expected 

levels in maths, reading and writing 

HIGH HIGH Ofsted 2013 

Reception, Nuffield Early  

Language Intervention 

72% GLD – Pupils receiving premium funding 

made more progress on average than non-pupil 

premium 

HIGH MEDIUM EYs profile moderated by Local 

Authority and ARK schools 

Reception  

fine motor skills and  

handwriting 

72% GLD – Pupil premium made more progress 

on average than non-pupil premium in writing 

MEDIUM MEDIUM EYs profile moderated by Local 

Authority and ARK schools 

Reception 

Number intervention 

72% GLD – Pupils receiving premium funding 

more progress on average than non-pupil 

premium in Mathematics 

HIGH LOW EYs profile moderated by Local 

Authority and ARK schools 

Teacher Intervention  

programme (2 x teachers  

– 30 mins per day) 

100% of Y1 pupils working at or above national 

expectations 

Progress through early years is above national 

expectations 

HIGH (1) LOW EYs profile moderated by Local 

Authority and ARK schools 

Ofsted 2013 

Year 1 - Reading support with 

parents 

100% of pupils at or above expected levels in 

reading 

MEDIUM LOW Ofsted 2013 
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2013/14 Strategy 

 

Action Objectives 

1:1 RWI phonics programme To ensure all children are confident readers by the end of year 1. 

 

Year 1 Narrative programme To provide a systematic approach to developing language and communication skills; provide pupils with a 

greater vocabulary 

 

Reception, Nuffield Early Language Intervention To develop use of language and vocabulary of pupils in the Early Years  

 

Reception; fine motor skills and handwriting 

sessions 

 

To provide additional fine motor and handwriting support in the Early Years 

Reception: Number intervention To ensure all pupils have mastered basic number and are ready for Key Stage 1 curriculum 

 

Teacher Intervention programme  Teachers provide an additional 2 ½ hours a week one to one or small group teaching to consolidate learning 

from lessons, address misconceptions and/or pre-teach content to prepare pupils for the next steps  

 

Year 1 - Reading support with parents To provide one-to-one readers for Reception and KS1 pupils on a regular basis. To ensure all children are 

confident readers by the end of year 1. 

 

Class set of ukulele’s purchased;  Equality of opportunity; every child to learn a musical instrument 

 

Experience journals Equality of opportunity; every pupil has a guarantee of experiences – raising levels of independence, self-

esteem and creativity 

 

 

 


